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were terrible. Ridiculous mistakes were made by the authorities
in sending things to the wrong places, and the transport system
broke down so completely that stores urgently needed by the
troops in the trenches were left rotting on the beach at Balaclava
for lack of means to carry them twenty miles. Worse still, the
hospital arrangements proved utterly inadequate—sick and
wounded men died by the hundred for want of the simplest
necessities. This was the first war to be fought since the
invention of the electric telegraph, and the public at home were
kept informed of these horrors by William Russell, the war
correspondent of The Times.
Naturally, the Aberdeen Government was blamed, though it
was no more responsible than its predecessors for the system
which had broken down so deplorably. A Radical M.P. named
Roebuck brought forward a motion calling for an inquiry into
the conduct of the war. The Government refused to allow this
while the war was still on; but its prestige was sadly shaken
when Lord John Russell, one of its leading members, resigned
because he thought it ought to have accepted the proposed
inquiry. When the Roebuck motion was put to the vote,
the House passed it, whereupon the Government resigned.
Thus the coalition which had seemed so unassailably
strong had collapsed ignominiously within two years of its
formation.
§ 295. palmerston to the rescue.—The Protectionist Tories
were so weak that Lord Derby declined even to attempt to form
a Ministry; Lord John Russell had made himself unpopular by
his desertion of Aberdeen ; and the Queen was therefore com-
pelled to ask Lord Palmerston to become Prime Minister—as
he himself expressed it, he was " L'Inevitable." He quickly
proved himself the right man for the situation. He had been a
whole-hearted supporter of the anti-Russian policy which had
led to the war, and his breezy, energetic self-confidence was just
the spirit needed to profit by the experience so dearly bought in
the first months of the war.

